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Mangalashtak — The Wedding Benediction Verses

When these are recited

The mangalashtaks are recited at the muhurta, while the antarpat — a
cloth screen — is held between the bride and groom so that neither
sees the other. At the last verse the purohit calls I¥HIT ATE, the
cloth is dropped, and the couple garland each other. The verses take a
few minutes; families often lengthen the set with verses of their own

composing.
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After the last verse the purohit calls "SHIT ATaET" — be attentive, for
the auspicious moment has come. The antarpat is lowered and the

couple garland each other. Many families follow this with the Ganpati

aarti (qE&dr g@adr).
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